Or voice in‘edmonton's lesb iam Coat ity 


Penvidhe ew se Nike tft — resource directory 


this month 


i editorial 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
* letter to the editor volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
] what’s up members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
crossword the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
resource directory establishments publicized are not 
. necessarily supported by womonspace. 


* homoscopes 


classifieds 3 
Material submitted becomes the 
news property of womonspace. We reserve 
z the right to edit for length and | 
f whoa nelly! content, and to refuse publication. 
im: Submissions will be published on 
she made it after all...! Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 


NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 


yep—she’s something! 


entertainment 


Editor: Shawna L. Mochnacz 
i book review: cereus blooms at night Designer: Marcey Andrews 


NEXT ISSUE 


/ movie review: lost and delirious 


mee February - Erotica 
feature: winter fun March - Dykes and Their Cars 
0 it’s the simple things tn life (no really, it is) April - Home Improvement 
We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 
articles, book or movie reviews, 
poetry, artwork or photographs 
columns (minimum 200 dpi files) are all 


* the “elle” in glece welcomed. 


ee 
+ more dyke magic 


*) winter fun 


back dadvuice Forward your submissions by: 


MAIL 
This Month’s Contributors: womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
The Amazing Saltini, Suzanne Dawson, Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
Dr. Dyke, Ginette Gibeault, PHONE 
Kristy Harcourt, K. Parker, 
Shannon Power, Joan White Calf ene} 


You can find womonspace at: womonspace@hotmail.com 
B & D Emporium, Bagel Tree Cafe, WEBSITE 
Downtown Library, GLCCE, Greenwoods www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
Books, Orlando Books, Precinct 5S, Princess 
Theatre, The Roost, Secrets Bar & Grill, 
Strathcona Library, Urban Grind 
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editorial 


anuary has never been my 
favorite month of the year. (Note 

to self: Add ‘make editorials start 

more positively’ to resolution list...) It’s 
cold out, I realize just how much 
money I spent over my holiday, and my 
clothes seem to have shrunk. I take 
comfort in the fact that at least it’s a 
short month. Oh wait, that’s February. 
ve never been a big fan of going 


out for a New Year’s Eve bash—mostly 


i} 


w 3 


j 
53m 


ig WV 


because [m afraid of hearing Auld 
Lange Syne played on saxophones. 
Instead, | opt for the quieter house 
party, where the whole no-one-to-kiss- 
at-midnight thing bothers me less. 

Yet, in my little cheery post holiday 
fog, I always take stock of what I’m 
looking forward to in the new year. 
And by about mid-month, I have a 
solid list of resolutions (note to self: 
Add “stop procrastinating’ to resolution 
list...), and I also take a moment to 
reflect on the year that has passed. Let’s 
face it—it was pretty brutal. But we 
saw the best of people brought out 
through tragedy. As people face the 
new year, now more than ever are they 
taking stock in what is important to 
yat the important 


them. To know w 
things are is half the battle. We get so 
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by shawna |. mochnacz 


bogged down with the everyday things, 
that sometimes the important things get 
neglected. So instead of agonizing over 
what type of rice to buy at the grocery 
store (yes, there are far too many 
choices, | agree, and I’ve been there, in 
the rice isle, weeping), take a second to 
see how youre doing. How are you? 
In the end, January is my month of 
hope. | know that my year will be up 
and down, and that ts part of living. 


¥ 


I know that it will eventually get 
warmer! I know that I have a lot of 
things to look forward to in this year, 
and that I will grow (no, PII stay 5'4" 
you know what I mean!). With all of 
this knowledge, and a little bit of 
skiing, January always goes faster 
than it looks on paper. The holidays 
are often spent taking little time for 
ourselves, so January is just for you! 
Whether it’s a weekend where you 
rent three of your all-time favorite 
movies (can anyone believe that E.T. 
was released twenty years ago?!), or 
you take a few days in the Mall That 
Dare Not Speak Its Name in a theme 
room, or you finally try a massage, 
take the time for yourself. So, here’s 
to the best January yet, and even 
better things to come! ¥ 


WHOA NELLY!! 


PrideVisionTV.com/World Entertainment News Network 
Ally McBeal star Portia Di Rossi (Nell Porter) 1s 
happily going public with her relationship with 


lesbian lover Francesca Gregorini. Sexy Di Rossi was 
spotted last month in a steamy clinch with Gregorini, 
whose stepdad is former Beatle Ringo Starr. Weeks 
later they seemed happy to let photographers snap 


them feeding each other and embracing in trendy 
Los Angeles eaterie Sushi Row. According to 
staff, Portia and her belle became so heated, 
they left cocktails unfinished, quickly paid 
the bill, and dashed off together at the 


end of their mea 


SHE MADE IT AFTER ALL...! 


Knight Ridder/Tribune 


Television legend Mary Tyler Moore doesn’t™ 
say yes to many sitcom guest roles, but she 
didn’t hesitate when Ellen DeGeneres 
invited her for a holiday-themed episode of 
her CBS sitcom, Ellen, airing last month. 
Moore, who plays DeGeneres’ Aunt Mary, 
said she agreed to do the show after a call 
from the star. “I didm’t even need’ to see a 
script,” she said. For Moore, Elle didn’t fit 
the typical sitcom mold. “I only work on 
things that I think will challenge me or if ’'m | etter to 
anxious to work with someone, and | think 
Ellen is supremely talented,” she said. For © Dear womonspace, 

the show, Moore reunited with her 1970s | Congrats S and M on the great look 


['V neighbour Cloris Leachman (who co- of the December Newsletter, and 
stars on the sitcom as DeGeneres’ mom), and thamtks to the womonspace board for 
former sitcom boss, Ed Asner. their kind donation towards the 


costs of GLCCE’s Christmas dinner. 
womlonspace’s ongoing support of 
the community centre is very 
appreciated. Wishing you all the 
best in the new year, on behalf of the 
board and volunteers, 

—Kristy Harcourt, GLCCE Administrator 


news continues on page 16... 
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Urban 
Meadows / 
Dial for Flower S 


Floral lu ‘ } afford 


Call Darcy on Edmonton cell 


(780) 619-3460 


Everyone Welcome! 


i Spirits Fine Hos Fine ‘ulate 


Tuesdays: Free Pool 
Wednesdays: Wing night/D) & Karaoke 
Fridays: Acoustic Alley 


Saturdays: Country Dancin’ & Karaoke 
Sundays: Smorg & Jam Session 
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WAP COSCON TRAVEL 


Faton Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


Book Review 


Cereus Blooms at Night 


by Shant Mootoo 


The University of Alberta has 
chosen Shani Mootoo to be the 
writer-in-residence for this year, 
ending April 2002. More than 
qualified to advise aspiring writers, 
Shani Mootoo is an accomplished 
writer and multimedia artist. Her 
written works include the highly 
acclaimed novel, Cereus Blooms at 
Night; a book of short stories, Out 
on Mainstreet; and a recent volume 
of poetry, The Predicament of Or. 
After its publication in 1996, Cereus 
Blooms at Night was chosen as a 
fina 


ist for various literary prizes 
such as the Ethel Wilson Fiction 
Prize, the B.C. Book Prize, and the 
prestigious Giller Prize for 1997. 

At the centre of Cereus Blooms 
at Night is Mala Ramchandin who 
is completely disregarded by all. 
Feared and avoided, she is assumed to 
be crazy. Sent to a hospice at the close 
of her life, even the nurses don’t want 
to go near her. Tyler, who is the 
narrator of the novel, volunteers to care 
for Mala. Being the only male nurse at 
the hospice and a feminine male, Tyler 
can empathize with Mala as they are 
both outcasts of sorts. Very gradually, 
Mala reveals her true self to Tyler and 
he searches for missing pieces of the 
story through people who witnessed 
the Ramechandin family history. A 
moving and thorough portrait of the 
Ramechandins is created and_ finally 
Mala’s consequential story 1s told. 

Although much of Cereus Blooms at 
Night is quite dark, there is always an 
underlying thread of hope. While 


by k. parker 


AT NIGHT 


HANI MC 


enduring heartbreaking conditions and 
losses, most characters respond with 
secret rebellions and subversions indi- 
cating that their spirits are not broken. 
The queer characters in the novel are 
portrayed with dignity and tenderness. 
A most refreshing aspect of the queer 
storylines is that despite being subjected 
to some level of ignorance or cruelty, 
these characters all find loving relation- 
ships. Too often, queerness is equated 
with unavoidable tragedy and violence 


within books and movies. 


Overall an enjoyable and compelling 
novel, the ultimate mood is one of 
optimism. Shani Mootoo has crafted a 
beautiful, multi-layered tale as vivid 
and delicate as the cereus flower which 


appears throughout the book.v 


Next month: An Interview With Shani Mootoo. 
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Movie Review 


Lost and Delirious 


Beautiful Catholic schoolgirls in sexy 


short kilts. Kissing each other. In bed. 


Naked. No, this isn’t a description of 
one of my fantasies (well, okay, it is, 


but that’s beside the point), but of the 
atest lesbian film, Lost and Delirious. 


Canadian director Lea Pool’s first 
English-language film is a sexy, soulful 
tragedy about young girls in love. Lost 


and Delirious stars Mise 


1a Barton as 
the quiet Mouse, who serves as our 
narrator throughout the movie. Mouse 
is shipped off to an all-girls boarding 
school, where she is assigned to a 
shared room with Tory (Jessica Paré) 
and Paulie (Piper Perabo). The three 
girls form an intense bond and label 
themselves The Lost Girls: sweet but 
misunderstood Mouse, spoiled but 
misunderstood Tory, and rebellious but 
misunderstood Paulie (who completely 
fulfills EVELY SEELEOLY Pe about Catholic 
school girls!). Paulie and Tory are 
carrying on a torrid love affair right 
under the school’s and Mouse’s nose. 
It doesn’t occur to either girl that the 
love they share is wrong until Tory’s 
younger sister catches them naked in 
bed together. 
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by suzanne dawson 


At times the movie dips into 


melodrama, but this somehow 
suits the story’s theme of the 
passions and extremes of youth. 
Paulie’s love for Tory is so strong 
and pure that we feel her pain 
as if it was our own as she 
stands on a library table and 
quotes Shakespeare to her lost 
love. Piper Perabo (whose break- 
through performance as Violet 
in Coyote Ugly put her on the 
map of “cute girls to watch out for”) 
portrays Paulie’s strength yet extreme 
vulnerability with intelligence and 
sensitivity. When we see her crying in 
anguish over the loss of her love, and 
then later taunting Mouse, “Are you 
crying? Are you a girl?? Are you a girlie 
girlie girl?” we are closer to under- 
standing Paulie’s complexity and con- 
fusion, and the foreshadowing of the 
dramatic final frames of the movie. 

It is bittersweet to be a witness to 
the deep influence her roommates have 
on Mouse’s personality and under- 
When 


advises Mouse to “rage more”, we see 


standing of herself. Paulie 
the light go on in Mouse’s eyes. For 
anyone who has experienced rejection, 
whether based on their sexuality or 
unrequited love, this movie will hit 
home. And you can never go wrong 
with cute girls in short skirts.¥ 


Lost and Delirious ts avatlable on VHS and 
DVD at your favourite gay and lesbian 


friendly video store. 


Al} “u H 
rhe elle” taictece 
by kristy harcourt 
Looking Forward to weeks. The first Thursday of each 
the New Year month, join a bunch of noisy, raucous 


women getting to know new people at 


We haven’t begun to start writing the Grrls Games Night. On the third 
right year on cheques and letters, and Thursday of the month, we present 
already people are planning and “Explorations”—something new each 
canceling their New Year’s Resolutions. month: speakers, presentations, etc. For 


At GLCCE, we are looking forward to December, the exploration was into sex 


some exciting New Year’s changes and and pleasure, as we presented a Pleasure 
events: Party of sex toys and paraphernalia. In 
hanks to the many womonspace January, we are pleased to present a 


readers who have called or e-mailed to music night, as Kjiersten Hubka and 


find out the progress of GLCCE’s S 


yaron Holubowich (recent hits at 
upcoming move. We are currently Loud n’ Queer Cabaret) sing and play 
negotiating with new landlords and and talk about their music.¥ 

starting to plan the actual move. If you 
are interested in helping out with 
moving or fixing up a new space, 
contact me at GLCCE. We’d love to | For mn1ore information about 
gee Reg tas ced, i ¢ GLCCE programs, contact 

The Thursday women’s drop-in is 

continuing to be very strongly attended. Kristy at (780) 488-3234 or 
We hold structured events on the first e-mail: elcce@interbaun.com 
and third Thursdays of the month, and 


drop-in discussions based on the 


interest of the attendees on the other 


> ES IVER T & 


Are you the kind of person that likes being told what to 
do? Do you want to submit, but don’t know what to 
write? We have all kinds of assignments for you at 
womonspace if you can’t think of anything to write for 
the Feature Theme! 


Contact womonspace@hotmail.com NOV ] 


We welcome submissions up to SOO words of interest to 


local lesbians: letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
book and movie reviews, poetry, artwork, and 
photographs. Reminder: do not send your underwear. 
Snail mail: womonspace Editor, Box 128 Main P.O., 
Edmonton, AB, TS] 3]4. 
Feature Themes: February: Erotica (deadline Jan 15th) 
March: Dykes and Their Cars (deadline Feb 15th) 
April: Home Improvement (deadline Mar 15th) 
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thursday, january 3, 7:30 pm 
Grrls Games Night at GLCCE’s 
Women’s Drop-in. 
Bring your favourite game (like 
Cranium!) or play ours. GLCCE 
#103, 10612 - 124 Street. Info: 
488-3234. 


sunday, january 13 
ry 
Breakfast Club. Places and times 
will be announcéd a week before 
each Breakfast. Info: 433-0374. 


tuesday, january 15 
womonspace submission deadline! 
Get your erotica or thoughts on 
erotica in! You can send your 
underwear in for this issue, if you 
must! 


thursday, january 17, 7:15 pm 
Pride Committee General Meeting. 
At GLCCE. 
#103, 10612 - 124 Street. 


thursday, january 17, 7:30 pm 


GLCCE Women’s Drop-In presents: 
Singer/Songwriters Kjiersten Hubka 
and Sharon Holubowich sing, play 
and talk about their music. #103, 
10612 - 124 Street. Info: 488-3234. 


saturday, january 26, 8 pm 
EVM presents Way Off Broadway. 


Convocation Hall, U of A Campus. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority brings 
to stage the interactive sequel to 
the Sound of Music. Come and 
find out what happens to the von 

Trapp family after the musical 

ends. Did you know that two of 

the von Trapp children are gay? 
Info: 479-2038. 
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BDM& BINDERY SOLUTIONS 
9335 - 85 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
Phone: 490-0502 
Faxe 490-0712 

E-mail: bdma(wsprint.ca 


4), Cr, ’ 
We S£eecattse ces 


FOLDING LAMINATION 
COILING CERLOXING 
MAIL-OUT PADDING 
STAPLING COLLATING 


Gt, SEILER Apt Q 
We offer the highest quality at the 
4 oy 
Lowest cast everydag!!/ 


Ay o. Dy ee 
Your Gueryday Stadery Solutions 


B & D 


EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


leather, latex, pvc, 
gothic, punk, fetish 
toys, books, mags, 
shoes, wigs, boots, 
pride supplies. 


9652 JASPER AVE. 
EDMONTON 
(780) 428-LTHR 


426 - 8TH AVE. S.E. 
CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 


Wowoscopes 


Capricorn 


y the Amazing Saltini 


dec22 - janrg 


aquarius 


This month highlights money, that necessary 


janzo - febié 


evil that you think the world should have 
evolved beyond needing. Seek advice from a 
Libra. Delve into the mysteries a Pisces 
presents. She has the answers tO your de eper 


questions. 


pisces 


You start the year with clarity about the 


febig - marzo 


future, and you’re amused at the confusion 
ot others. You may feel a connection with a 
Cancer, but your true friend is a Capricorn. 
Be bold on the 18th; self-confidence could 


gain you your heart’s desire. 


aries caaneaite 


Thoughts of flirtations and domestic 


arrangements are punctuated by gifts and 
promises that sound too good to be true. It’s 
definitely a month of surprises and unusual 


actions by people you thought you knew. 


aulrus apr2o - may2o 


Get in touch with your spiritual side. This 


looks like a hot, romantic month for vou, 
but try to maintain an aura of mystery. At 


the very least, keep it discreet... 


g e m N May2) - Jun2) 


The one thing you don’t want to rely on this 


month is computer dating! Itll cost too 
much, and the computer could have a virus. 
In answer to the question that has been 
haunting you: you ARE loved - when you let 


it happen. 


( d N ( e f jun22 - julza 


A child could bring you together with 


someone destined to be important in your 


now. 


Whether Christmas child or New Year’s baby, the 
dawn of this new year finds you wrestling the urge to 
make changes. Is there a Taurus cutie who has caught 
your eye? You’re not getting the whole story right 
Listen only to your instincts until the 28th, 
when the truth begins to flow. 


life. Call up the one who makes you think of 


what might have been. What looked like an 


ending could be just the beginning. 


| e 0 jul23 - augza 


You're right where every Leo wants to be: in 


charge and at the centre of attention. 
Another Leo and a Scorpio figure strongly, 
as does physical attraction. Listen to the 
eccentric wisdom of Aquarius when you 


need to feel balanced - or amused. 


Virgo 


Your love life gets stimulated this January! 


ag23 - sep22 


Could be a Capricorn who stirs up desirable 
feelings. Take those lessons from the past 
and learn from them. Co-operation is what 


will let the good times happen. 


libra igh ane 


Keep the New Year’s celebration going! 
§ : 


You’ve earned a break from pressures and 


responsibilities. Someone who seems 
airheaded may be hiding her intelligence. 


You might want to ponder why. 


SCOrpio act - nov 


[his is an empowering month for you. Focus 


your strength and passion on familiar 
routines, hobbies and new studies. Sharing 
and working with others brings happy 
meaning to vour life. The full moon on the 
28th will give new illumination to your path. 


Sagittarius nov22 - decd 


Your strong insight allows you to prosper. 


The full moon sheds light on travel plans 
and whatever you have cooking at a 
distance. Take your time deciding. Change 
tor the sake of change should take a 
backseat to the pursuit of happiness. 
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We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
VVCB and CRP funded. 


Intimate 
Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


(780) 454 8120 
(780) 619 1755 


ff 


Fop ten 


Slightly Used Resolutions For Sale 


I will not let more than two 
bags of loaf-ends collect in the 


freezer. 
I will figure out traffic circles. 


I will stop using “Well, she 
started it!” as my answer to 
everything. 


I will stop wishing that 
Chinese Take Out cartons look 
the way they do in the movies. 


I will start Christmas/Solstice/ 
Atheistmas shopping before 
December 24th. 


I will stop playing Truth or 
Dare at parties. Naw...there’s 
no harm in that... It’s good to 
know your friends have slept 
with every single one of your 
ex-girlfriends! 


I will forgive my friends for 
sleeping with all of my ex- 


girlfriends. 


I will sleep with all of my ex- 
girlfriends to get my friends 


back. 


I will not so easily succumb to 


revenge fantasies. 


i will throw out my Britney 
Spears CDs. Well, all except 
the one where she’s dressed in 
a kilt with pigtails. But all of 
them have at least one good 
song. Okay, scratch this one. 


I will submit something to 


womonspace. Every month. 


tv I will cut back on caffeine. 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 


Seti A ¢ ow to count. 
www.intimateattitudes.com (3 I will learn how to cot 
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It’s The Simple Things In Life 
(no really, it is) 


by Shannon Powe 

Certain organizations with a preference 
for anonymity often use an expression 
t 


investigation.’ For a very long time, I 


vat refers to ‘contempt prior to 


was guilty of harbouring a great 


aversion to sucl things as self-help 
books, gurus, Scandinavian proverbs, 
people who speak in ‘bumper stickers’, 
daily meditations, and so on (this will 
all come together under the Winter Fun 
bear with the 


theme SO please 


preamble). To me, it was all drivel, 


hogwash, poppycock. However, as | 


have made a resolution this new year 
to no longer hold such contempt for 
that which I: 


ane! 2) 


1) know nothing about 


please see 1-that explains 
everything. I find myself resigned to 
giving this “take time to smell the 
roses” thingy fair consideration. 

While perusing through one 
of the many self-help books 
currently available, I came 
across several suggestions 
aimed at improving my 
general outlook on 
life. Previously, I @ 
would have scoffed 3 
at the mere simpli- 
city of the suggestions 
(you may be familiar 
with the ones I am 
referring to - take a hot bath, pet 
a kitten, go for a walk, plan a picnic, 
don’t shove the elderly, drink more 
water, etc. ). 

I was contemplating these trivial 
suggestions the other night as I was 
walking home, while still struggling 
with the ever-present disdain that I 
entertained idea 


toward this absurd 


that joy could be found in that which 


is uncomplicated. It was a crisp night, 


the street was lined with trees covered 
in hoar frost and the street lamps 
glowed through a light fog. I heard the 
crunching of the snow under my feet 
and suddenly I felt a foreign sensation 
come over me; it was that of complete 
serenity. | momentarily welcomed the 
stillness and tranquility of it all, and 
thereafter quickly cursed all gurus and 


spiritual leaders, for it seemed they 


had been right all along, and I had 
been wrong. 

I suppose I have always known that 
there are many benefits to be derived 
from regular walks, including overall 
physical fitness, cardiopulmonary 
fitness and psychological well-being. 
But aside from all that, it really just 
feels good! And to enjoy a walk with 
that — special 
girl in your 
life can only 

add to the 
pleasantness 
of the entire 
experience. 
Since my life- 
altering realization, 
I have also reflected 
upon numerous other 
WZ. seemingly childish en- 
1ST] deavours that I have 
thus far disregarded. For 
= example, when was the last 
time I engaged in a carefree, 
all-out snowball fight? Don’t know. 
Last time I went tobogganing? Not 
sure. Made a snow angel? Can’t 
remember. All I really know is that 
with this new year, I will no longer 
hold any contempt toward the simple 
things in life. To quote Vincent Collins: 
“Life is only this place, this time, and 
these people right here and now.” 
Mere poppycock? I think not.v 
womonspace 
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winter fun 


More Dyke Magic 
by Joan White Calf 


Thank God that’s over! Christmas is so 
bizarre and try as you might it’s almost 
impossible to escape from the slaugh- 
terous onslaught of the season. | 
boycott it every year but there are 
always residuals that creep in-like 
having to hear Christmas music every 
time you go into a public place. This 
year | was penetrated by a poinsettia. 
My sacred burrow, which religiously 
maintains no symbols of “IT” (e.g. tree, 
tinsel, presents or paraphernalia) was 
indeed host to a large red Thing. It 
snuck its way in via the Son-of-a- 
Lesbian who was trying to connect 
with his mom. She lives in the country 
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all 


He was 


and doesn’t come to town that 
often, being a “bush dyke”. 
hoping to get the Thing to his mom by 
using my place as a rendezvous, but we 
did not actually rendezvous for quite 
awhile. Of course | couldn’t just chuck 
it Out In case “mom” came for it, so I 
resentfully cared for the thing, but in 
the end | actually started to overlook its 
started 


red-green overtones and 


appreciating the beautiful redness of 


the flower or stem or whatever that 1s. 
No one coming to my place seemed to 
notice how odd it was that I had sucha 


seasonally appropriate Thing there, 


although I was always a little startled 
whenever I looked at it. 
Now 2002 is here and as Van 


Morrison sings... “gotta get through 


\ White Calf original. 


January, gotta get through February...” 
The short dark days are a little hard to 
deal with sometimes, especially if most 
of the daylight hours are spent at work 
under fluorescent lights. Motivation to 
get out of the daily routine to seek 
have 


stimulation may be lacking. | 


been fortunate to be carried along 
these winter days with some very good 
queer radio. 

I am always comforted whenever | 
hear about the lesbian community, 
which is alive and kicking all over the 
didn’t have a 


world. Years ago, | 


concept of the word lesbian or the 
magic and the power it holds. I felt that 
| was the only little deviant with such 
fantasies about loving other womyn. | 
felt | had no “tribe” as Poinsettia Mon 
points. There is good reason for the 
lack of information that many of us 
grew up with on the subject of gay anc 


lesbian lives. It’s one of the best-kept 


secrets of the patriarchal world, whicl 

does not Operate well with people 

having choices and being informed. 
When I came to Edmonton, I was 


thrilled to hear dykes talking on the 


radio and playing music and carrying 
on like the whole world was queer! 
show 


The radio “Gaywire” 1s one 


supportive and important gay and 
lesbian connection. Every Thursday 
from 6 PM to 7 PM on CJSR radio FM 
88.5, which is slightly left of CBC on 
the dial, you will hear host Kristy 
Harcourt (and now myself as well) 
provide world news, stories and music 
that speaks to all of us. You might hear 
round table discussions of dykes 
talking about their futures and the 
legacy they are leaving to the young 
dykes coming up and out. You might 
hear dialogue with gay men about 
parenting and you might hear winter 
pageants “bring on the cold” with 
local musicians singing and storytelling 
and celebrating our existence. You 
might even hear yourself! 

Winter fun can come in the form of 
awesome queer radio and can help us 
remember that there are lots and lots of 
queer people in the world with talent 
and wisdom and good reasons to stay 


in touch. Take care.¥ 


NEXT MONTH’S FEATURE TOPIC: EROTICA 


Do you have some 


Lit ere s time 


stories to share with us? Or stories about 


your fends? OF course you do! Don’t worry, 


in the event that your Mom really *is* 


reading womonspace, we don’t have to print 


your real name. Just send us the dirty details 


to womonspace@hotmail.com 
YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO...! 


Max S00 words! Don’t be shy!! 
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Winter Fun 


by ( rinette Gibeault 


My twin sister and I were born into a 
very sport-minded family. Not the 
watching kind, but the doing kind. Our 
parents and two older sisters were 
very athletic, and from early on we did 
our best to live up to this. We tried 


even synchronized swimming. But we 


everything: ringette, soccer, softba 
hated it all. Eventually, my mother 
decided that something less competitive 
might suit us better, and she initiated us 
into cross-country skiing when we 
were twelve. I liked it right away, but 
soon | began to love it. 

My Mom started to take us out of 
school now and then, on especially 
beautiful winter days perfect for skiing. 
She didn’t think we should waste away 
in school on such wonderful days. | 
remember one evening in particular. | 
was in my room fretting over an 
English composition for school the next 
day, and my Mom came in and invited 
me to come skiing with her. It was a 
perfect clear evening with a full moon. 


[ argued about my composition being 


due, but of course that didn’t go over 
well with my Mom. | agreed to go in 
the end, and we went down to the 
orchard at the foot of the mountain. It 
womonspace 
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Ginette and friend on Black Mountain, 
Cypress Provincial Park, B.C. 


was my first moonlight ski, and [Il 


never forget how perfect and peaceful 


it was, and the almost spiritual 


experience of it. But if you find any 
grammatical problems in this article 
you can blame that on my Mom! 

Soon I had even more reason to like 
skiing. At the ski club we belonged to, 
there was an accomplished racer a year 
older than me. | developed a huge crush 
on her that lasted for quite a while. I 
loved to watch her ski—it was so 
graceful and strong. I tried to copy her 
style, and went to the club every 
weekend it was possible fOnskinsoOnl 
could see her. | even ended up skiing in 
some of the club races, and the Quebec 
Games. Not bad for the most unathletic 
member of the family! 

So these days, snowy winters are 
wonderful to me. The skiing out at Elk 


Island Park and Blackfoot was a 


wonderful discovery for me when | 
And 


family gets 


moved to Edmonton. every 


Christmas, my whole 
together in the Laurentians and we ski 
and snowshoe every chance we get. 
This year my sister bought new little 
snowshoes for my 4-year-old nephew— 
to get him started early in enjoying the 


Gibeault family’s favourite season.¥ 
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Crossword 


aie oo ae 


aoe 


48 


across 


1 what monies are, especially 24 obscure 04 earlier in the past 
after Christmas 26 sister shoes 56 exceedingly 

5 run without power 30 sure way to sabotage adate 57 automobile pelter 
10 taj city 32 worships 63 desk ref. book 
14 tonight show host 34 Rumanian bucks 64 italian volcano 
15 oregon river 35 base for summer treks 65 dust bow! migrant 
16 refrigerator visit 39 storage 66s and hounds; game 
17 push 40 brother and writer Oscar 67 1/100th of a zloty 
18 hertz rival 42 amorphous silica stone 68 cave 
19 covered 44 cause to be; Br. suffix 69 mini guitars 
20 blinding event; jan-feb 47 crowd 70 prefix for handed or headed 
22 Bikini, €.9. 50 abnormally, in a way 71 glut 
23 Bo’s number 51 south carolina is in it 
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down 


1 mr. holland had one 
2 what your mother should have done more of 
3 therefore; formal 
4 john barrymore’s greatest achievement 
5 wholesale quantity 
6 tea 
7 food additive 
8 spent time; july and august 
9 jazzman Macero 
10 uncomfortable winter air 
11 a lively dance 
12 Arabian currencies 
13 confound 
21 eyelid problem 
22 stings like a bee 
25 14 across, 4 down, e.g. 
26 spanish dwelling 
27 Asgard chief 
28 drop feathers 
29 can be avoided with mittens and scarves 
31 Joe Somebody star Tim 
33 eddy characteristic 
36 copied 
37 lime fertilizer 
38 the field 
41 map line 
46 makes amorous sounds 
48 ahen 
49 opposite, poetically 
51 eastern ascetic 
52 eskimo boat 
53 mother-of-pear| 
59 smooth and slippery 
58 at the summit 
59 clothing 
60 gumbo ingredient 
61 Canada Day occurance; 2001 
62 measure out 
64 of reason 


answer on page 20... 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 


T: 604.254.2543 
Toll Free: 1.888. WYM.WARE 
www.Womynsware.com 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 


of titles for women. 


New a d U Sed Bow )} S 
10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 


432-7633 


YY 


www.orlandobooks.com 


The December 
Womonspace dinner/dance 
was a great success! There 
were 64 people for dinner 
and a total of 217 attending 

the dinner/dance. Thanks 

: Fy Ly to everyone for 
doing a terrific job of 
making this dance such a 
success 11 a short period 
of time. Thanks also goes 
to Jacqui for serving a 
delicious meal!! And yes, 
the rumours are true, jello 
shooters were consumed 


from a real, live bosom!! 


. contin 


jl 
ad fron: page 2. 


YEP—SHE’S SOMETHING! 


Sunday Mercury 


As Ellen DeGeneres finds true love in the 
arms of a girl, ex- lesbian lover Anne Heche 
has shocked Hollywood once again. Anne, 
pregnant and married, says she thinks she 
may still be gay. The actress, who dumped 
funnygirl Ellen for 27-year-old cameraman 
Coley Laffoon (married just two months 


ago) has now publicly proclaimed that she 


may prefer girls after all. Writing in gay 
magazine The Advocate, the four months pregnant actress says: “I have been very 
clear to everybody that just because ?'m married it doesn’t mean I’m straight.” 
Insiders say the bizarre statement is really a hidden message for 43-year-old lesbian 
comic Ellen, telling her that Anne still cares. 


If you have any news tips about Edmonton’s lesbians, contact 


womonspace@hotmail.com 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


Ju CLO 


Barrister © Solicitor 


90 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper 
Edmonton, Alberta ThJ 3Ne 


(78O) 442-4417 
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Get a Web Site! 
for as little as $330.00* 


asic 3 page site 


Development services include: 
= domain name 
(search/registration) 

& hosting services 
«site development 
© site promotion 
"\ maintenance 
book this January 
and get 2 months 
free maintenance! 


contact us for more information 
ph#(780)-462-6071 
maureen@iamdesigns.com 


--—— 


—— 


SP) av 
| eh ‘SIGNS 


www.iamdesigns.com 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here 


arts 
Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 


7:30 PM at Southminster-Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 


a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038 01 


evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Out at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
lovers and their friends. Call Paul at the 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 

athletics 

Curling League Fridays at Ottewell Curling Club. 


No previous experience required. Call Lance 


at 479-0211 or Ideeka@hotmail.com 


Free-to-Be Womyn's Volleyball League Mondays 
7-8:45 PM at John D. Bracco School 3150- 


139 Ave. Cost $35/year, $3/drop-in. Call 
Pam at 459-9370 or p_mcewin@hotmail.com 
Making Waves Swim (lub Sundays 8 pM and 
Thursdays 8:30 pm at Bonnie Doon Pool. 
Tuesdays 8:30 PM at Scona Pool. Call Jan at 


454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 


Northern Titans Ten pin 


Saturdays 4:45 pm. Call Garry or Dave at 


bowling league. 


426-6311 or davegarry71l@home.com 


churches 
Affirm United A support group for members of 


the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 


bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 


at 987-4974, or jonrach@ msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218 or 
trainly r@compusmatt.a ’.Ca 
Lambda Christian Community Church 


A non-denominational, evangelical Christian 


church. Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United 
Place, 11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a_ safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905 


or leedmonton@lena.org 


Call 482-1794 or Womonspace 


Qo 


hotmail.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
peo] 

sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 

10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740 
- 19 Ave. Call the church office at 435-2028 
or Debbie at 987-4974. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073 or uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group at the U of A Faculty of 
Education 4-110C Educ. N. 
5-6 PM. Contact Dr. 


Thursdays 
Andre Grace at 
andre.grace@ualberta.ca or Kris Wells at 


wellsk@icrossroads.com 


hangouts for lesbians 
The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Precinct 55: 
§552 Calgary Trail $; The Roost: 10345- 
104 St; Secrets Bar & Grill: 10249-107 St; 
Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 


leisure groups 
Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 


Call Dianne at 433-0374 before PM the 


I riday before to ensure vour reservation. 


(lassi Social group for lesbians over 40. First 
Sunday of the month, 2 PM at Secrets, 


10249-107 St. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 
LGBT Movie Club LGBT movies. Once or 


twice a month at Orlando Books. Cost $2. 
Call Tricia at 963-2983. 

Liatris Society Gardening club for all. Call William 
at 474-7328 or liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month. 8:30 PM at 
The Roost, 10345-104 St. 

Open Door Cub Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and_ friends. 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff, and faculty 
at U of A. 
outreach@ualberta.ca 


womonspace 


Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
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funday Night Coffee Group Everyone welcome to 
drink cotfee, chat and enjoy each other’s 
company. Second and fourth Sunday of the 
month 7 PM. Jax Bean Stop, L151 1-104 Ave. 
Just look for the blue baseball cap. 
gay_edmonton_coftee@yahoo.com, 
www.geocities.com/gay_edmonton_coffee 
support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association ~=Second 


Tuesday of the month 7:30 pM at Orlando 
Books. Call Bill 422-6207. 

Equal=Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234 or equalalberta@ 
hotmail.com 

GLCCE 103, 10612-124 St. Gay and Lesbian 


Community Center for drop-in, peer 


counseling and library. Monday—Friday 
1:30 poM—5:30 PM, and 7-10 pM. Thursdays 
7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. Call 488- 
3234 or glece@compusmart.ab.ca 

ICARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Edueation. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 

Naturopathy for Women Free information sessions 
on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 
health. First Monday of the month 7 PM. 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. Call Jackie 
Yurko at 430-4553. 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Transgender/Transsexual Support Second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. 
Call 488-3234. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 US Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 
7-9 pM at GLCCE. yuyedm@hotmail.com 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


Sonic Sisters. Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays 7-8 PM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 
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CATERING 


flirtinS with fla Vour 


Specializing in... 


ereceptions funerals 


especial occasions —ecustom menu design 


eprivate parties eculinary consulting 


ecorporate functions e20 to 400 people 


efestival concessions 


cell 965-4857 mw fax 474-8197 
email aquamonqua@yahoo.ca 


Jackie Yurko B.Sc. 


Doctor of Naturopathi 


DD. 


QI 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 
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Classifieds 


(lassified ad deadline is § pv on January 1Sth. Three lines max. Free to members, $5 to non-members. Con 


accommodations 


i 


es 


tact Womonspace hotmail.com 
messages 


Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia. Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563. 


volunteers wanted 

HIV Edmonton. Volunteers wanted, needed 
and loved! ( all Deborah at a ey tae 
ext. 24] Or WW w.hivedmonton.com 


Research volunteers needed (aged 18-21) 
for sharing experiences as lesbians in high 
school. Call Michelle at 721-6163. 


Womonspace is seeking Dance Coordinator 
volunteers to help organize and run the dances. 
Call 482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


services 


Empowering and healing lesbians with 


Goddess-wisdom workshops, consultations, 
mentoring with Dr. Isis Moon, Ph.D. (890) 
455-6451. 

opportunities 

GLEEGE 
interested in training as Peer Counsellors. 
You must be a great listener with an interest 


is currently seeking volunteers 


in helping others find solutions to the issues 
in their lives. Commitment to the centre 1s 2- 
3} shifts per month for one year. Weekly 
training sessions begin February. Call Kristy 


at 488-3234 or glece@compusmart.ab.ca 
Womonspace IS accepting proposals trom 


catering and 
her services for future eve Il 482 
other services tor tuture events. Ca oZ- 


community businessess for 


1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


Womonspace is looking for volun- 
duties at the 
monthly dances. Stay to the end to 


teers for various 
see if Mopping Can Be Fun. Espe- 
cially since the party doesn’t stop 
just because the lights come on! 
Call 482-1794 or Wwomonspace@ 
hotmail.com 


Canada World Youth is recruiting 
women 21-29 yrs for their Young 
Women’s Exchange 
with Ukraine program. Deadline 
for applications is January 31st. For 
information call Charlene Ball at 
(780) 432-1877, toll free 1-877- 
929-6884 or www.cwy-jcm.org 


International 


Guitarist, drummer, would like to 
play with other musicians for fun. 
Call Elizabeth at 479-4876. 


To the girl with the steely blue eyes: | look 
forward to a new year filled with 
adventure, and lots o’ trouble!!! From the 


girl with the steely grey eyes. 


love, 


To You Know Who: Have you thought of 
something new for the next time? From You 
Know Who. 

To CBee: Thank 
wonderful and amazing Christmas. You fill 


you, once again, for a 


me up from head to toe...in every way 
possible. From Me. 


personals 


I am looking for a x-country ski companion. 


I go for about 6-12 kms per trip (an hour or 
two). Contact skidyke@hotmail.com 


37-vear old WE, caring , loyal, honest and a bit 
shy, seeks female 34-42 for friendship and 
possible long-term relationship. I enjoy movies, 
antique woodworking, working out and quiet 


time at home. Contact humpty90@hotmail.com 


Moms and a toddler looking to 
socialize with other moms and families of 


like minds. How about just getting out of 


Two 


the house for a coffee or something? Contact 
Dee and family at nobdysgrll@home.com 


crossword answer 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 


Our neighbour's been shoveling our 


shared driveway quite a bit so far this 
winter. We feel badly because we rarely 
shovel his side, and are a little confused 
by his generosity, as we've felt he’s always 
been a bit uncomfortable with two dykes 
living next door. What's with this? 
Signed Tall Caramel Macchiato 
Dear TCM, 
What you have to realize is that men 
love shoveling! They learn this at Men 
School. In Dr. Dyke’s neighbourhood, 
they get out there in the morning before 
their womenfolk/kiddies step out into 
the white abyss—before most reasonable 
dykes have even had their morning 
coffee! Now, of course, there are dykes 
who love to shovel too, and Dr. Dyke 
isn’t trying to take anything away from 
them. They have very nice shovels that 
work very well and have not accidentally 
been run over by the car four years ago. 
But we’re talking about your neighbour, 
whom you think has something against 
dykes. Well, if he truly didn’t like you, 
he really wouldn’t shovel! Maybe he’s 
just shy about two women next door. 
(Mind you, he probably has a video 
collection of what he thinks lesbians 
are!) Maybe he’s just shy, period. If 
you're feeling badly about the recipro- 
cation, then show your thanks in a 
different way—some baking (they sell 
this in stores—you don’t actually have 
to do it!) with a bottle of Bailey’s! Some 
people can only show they like you by 
doing things for you (ie. Dr. Dyke’s 
Dad). They may not say it, but showing 
it is just as good. Especially ifit means 
your feet don’t get all snowy! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

Most of my friends are 
couples, and I feel weird 
being the only single girl 
with them. Sometimes I 
think I'll never find anyone 


= 


with anyone, like my friends. It’s 


and be so happily-ever-after 


actually making me sick. I think I 
hate ny friends. But I don’t want to 
lose them! 

Signed, Grande Mocha Valencia 
Dear GMV, 
Ahh—Third Wheel ‘Syndrome. Dr. 
Dyke knows it well. First of all, don’t 
think all of the great dykes are taken, 
because you’re not! Second, don’t 
think your friends are living happily- 
ever-after! No ‘one knows what goes 
on behind closed doors between two 
women—no matter how well you 
think you know your friends or how 
long they’ve been together. And 
thirdly, and this is hard, but you 
shouldn’t feel left out if you are the 
odd dyke out on a night on the town. 
Trust me, your frig¢nds are -NOT 
thinking about it—they just think 
they’re out with their friend. Not their 
single friend! Dr. Dyke does not 
recommend ditching your coupled 
friends, because they double your 
chances of being hooked up with a 
nice grrl (or bad: grrl—even better!) 
that they’ve met in their daily travels! 
You haven’t always felt this way about 
your joined-at-the-hip friends— it will 
pass. And when you hook up «with 
some cool chick, remember your single 
friends are probably feeling the way 


you are now! 


THE ‘DOCTOR’ IS IN! 


Send your questions to-the relationshipNife/sex/home improvement dyke expert! 
Write to doctordyke69@hotmail.com 
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SUSY UA 
12 xP IR Y’ 


is such an ugly word! 


january’ 


I survived the holidays!! 


Renew your womonspace 


membership today to enter the 


Saturday January 19th, 2002 
9:00 pM—1:00 AM. 


Fabulous But Mysterious Draw for 
Cool Stuff: (Might be cool foldy 
camping chairs, is the best rumour!) 
Westmount Hall, 10970-127th St. 
If you’ve already renewed, renew 
for the next year!! 

For info or to volunteer, 

leave a message on womonspace’s 
invisible but magical answering 
machine 482-1794 


No one wants to expire!! Fill out 
the coupon, but be sure to read our 
friend Dr. Dyke on the other side 
first, before you cut up her article! 


the top five benefits to becoming a womonspace member: 


You are You get le arrives You support a The distribution 
guaranteed a something in discreetly at your #feat community focations run out of 
newsletter, the mail once home in a nice 2roup, and get womonspace quickly 
hot off the a month that newsletter-sized €6ol discounts and you don’t handle 
press, before has nothing to manila envelope, for dances, and disappointment well. 
any hit the do with your just in case you other activities. Things get smashed. 
streets! friend Visa or still live with Nobody wins. Just 
Mastereard. your boyfriend! join already! 


A (Confidentiality Assured) 
: Name(s) 
Address 
City Postal Code 
Phone 7 E-mail 
12 month membership fee: : 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TS] 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income avai 


able) 


_1 New Member Renewal ‘J Associate 
IJ I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: 
4 Please mail my newsletter to my home 


J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


